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Master of Occupational Therapy
Admission Requirements
To be admitted into the Master of Occupational Therapy (MOT) program, 
students must apply to both the MOT Program through OTCAS and the ISU 
Graduate School. Students must also meet all of the admissions criteria for the 
Graduate School as well as the MOT Program.

The Graduate School specifies two requirements which the MOT Program 
includes in the program entry requirements:

1. Completion of a Bachelor’s degree or higher from a college or university 
regionally accredited in the United States or its equivalent from a school in 
another country.

2. An overall undergraduate GPA of 3.0 or higher (out of a 4.0 scale) OR a 
GPA of 3.0 using the most recent degree-seeking GPA OR a GPA of 3.0 
as calculated using the grades from the most recent 60 credits of accredited 
college coursework.

The MOT Program has specified the following additional requirements:

• Prerequisite courses, which must each be completed with a grade of B or 
higher:

• 2 courses in anatomy and physiology (with labs), completed within the 
last 5 years

• Statistics (not research methods or tests/measures)

• Medical terminology

• Abnormal psychology

• Human development

• Either Introductory Sociology or Introductory Anthropology

• Documentation which demonstrates that the applicant understands the field 
of occupational therapy. Applicants may choose one of the following three 
options to fulfill this requirement:

• Ten observation hours with an occupational therapist or occupational 
therapy assistant

• An interview with an occupational therapist

• Completion of an “Introduction to Occupational Therapy” course (for 
example, OT 2209 at ISU)

• Two letters of recommendation which speak to the applicant’s professional 
behaviors

• Personal statement

International students who have not graduated from an accredited college or 
university in the United States and whose language is not English must achieve 
satisfactory scores on the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) or 
the International English Language Testing System test (IELTS). Options for 
Satisfactory TOEFL requirements are Classified admissions are:

• Internet-based test: a total score of 80 with a score of 20 on each section 
(graduate assistants who teach courses must score 23 or above on the 
speaking section) on the iBT.

• Computer-based test: a total score of 213, with a score of 21 on section 1 
(listening comprehension) on the computer test.

• A level 112 from the ELS Language Centers.

Applicants meeting all of the above requirements will be given preference for 
admission into the program and have been more successful in gaining entry. The 

admissions committee reviews all applicants on a competitive case-by-case basis 
during any admissions cycle.

ISU Undergraduate students may also have the option of early pre-professional 
entry into the program through the established guidelines of the Bachelor of 
Science in Health Science, Pre-Occupational Therapy Accelerated Concentration. 
For students choosing to pursue this option, during their first three undergraduate 
years, the student develops a course of study that will meet the student's interests, 
university degree requirements, and Occupational Therapy Program prerequisites 
admission requirements. The student can apply to the BSHS program during 
their Junior year. If accepted into the program, the student will complete the 
first professional year in the OT program during their senior year and receive a 
Bachelor of Science in Health Science before continuing directly into the MOT 
program over the next two years. The combination of the BSHS degree with 
the MOT degree program creates a seamless entry into the occupational therapy 
profession, ensuring that all prerequisites in social, physical, and biological 
sciences are completed in a timely manner. For further information on the BSHS 
and Occupational Therapy program, visit the website (https://www.isu.edu/ot/
mot/) or contact the Department of Physical and Occupational Therapy at (208) 
282-4095.

Required Courses

Code Title Credits

OT 6613 OT Profession I 4

OT 6614 Consumers of Evidence 2

OT 6615 OT Profession 2 3

OT 6616 OT Profession 3 2

OT 6611 Body Structure and Movement 3

OT 6622 Occupational Performance 4

OT 6624 Physical Function 4

OT 6625 Psychosocial Function 4

OT 6626 Neurological Function 4

OT 6628 Pediatric Function 4

OT 6629 Geriatric Function 4

OT 6641 Body Structure and Movement Lab 2

OT 6642 Occupational Performance Lab 1

OT 6644 Physical Function Lab 1

OT 6645 Psychosocial Function Lab 1

OT 6646 Neurological Function Lab 1

OT 6648 Pediatric Function Lab 1

OT 6649 Geriatric Function Lab 1

OT 6651 Level l FW A 2

OT 6652 Level I FW B 2

OT 6653 Level I FW C 2

OT 6671 NBCOT Exam Prep 2

OT 7761 Level ll Fieldwork (12 credits each, 
repeated)

24

OT 7790 Research Applications 2

Total Credits 80

Graduation Requirements

Students receiving the Master of Occupational Therapy (MOT) degree must 
complete all courses in the curriculum with a minimum of 3.0 GPA, prepare and 
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present academic study papers regularly and, successfully complete all Fieldwork 
I and II clinical affiliations.

Once the student has completed the degree requirements including fieldwork, 
they are eligible to sit for the NBCOT Certification Examination.

NOTE: Admitted students should be aware that some required external clinical 
rotation sites will require criminal background and drug checks. In addition, 
students who have a record of criminal activity may have difficulty procuring 
a license to practice in some states after completing the program. Students 
convicted of a felony may not be able to sit for the NBCOT certification 
examination or attain state licensure.


